


GARDEN OF THE SEASON

Jane Gifford
visits a tranquil
Herefordshire
garden which
still reaps the
benefit of its

calm monastic

heritage

Past Blessingsl

Phiote prankh él‘,

HARIS WARD came to Abbey  Cistercian Abbey of Dare. Prior to that |

Dore Court by chance. "We wore was The Red Lion Inn. The stable yard ¢

feming in W Jl'.\l“t-h"\,'ﬂ' 1w vhviously mucl Wder thun the presenmt
groun] was hard and the tarming was hard housse, and the adiacent Stephen’s Meadow
Then, in the summwer of 1966, i relative wdd ind Stephen's Orchurd have histoncal fink
ver of o house for sale in Herefordshire with the abbey throwh its Abbot Stephen
Charp -!~.-]|vr]‘.’|:.' } 1o see a small advern It's not exactly a iy place bur it's very
for the property in The Daly Telegraph, She pecial,’ Charis explains. “There is o certain
Mded her tme. Abbey Dote ( rt remained iir ol peacefulness here, A calming mfluence
nsold tor over a year until that cvervome notices

Charis and her limily were [here tollowed months of

ibde to buy the house with it INECTESIVE SRV Clearnnge

enghteen acres of land perring nid of bindweed und

She nrrived th the summet erounid eldes, not 1o mention

it 1967 with throe childrer rhie food the River Dore

r, taking wit
the result f much hard

work, Chumns was undmmred

fiftcen horses, five dogs thut winte
wveral Jersey cows and some
special peontes. The whole
place was overgrown. There | have gardened since |
was no garden, nothing. But was married, but §suill doa's
somehow 10 wi il 50 cany msider myselt :.ILJL!.\I
Everything fell into place. |

v | had ne

My French grandimiocher was

had no plany, o great gardener, She was o
worties, I I'd known | was smvirll woman. | remember

eoinz to do all this, | think | het being dwarfed by bordes

w2 in the gander

woukd have been hysterical.' plants worki

The house was named, by in Shrogshire where [ spent

Captam Freke Lewis in 1861, my childhood. | stll use het

|

sfter 1 neighbouring litthe border fork and spade

M pactiere: The old English red apple Disconery is planced ot Abbey Dose for its floswers as well ey it fra.
Tt Ruuheckicas endiven kite ssmmer, Abore: Chards Wond feels she i croating *‘soenethurg beantsful for God
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e
f o ardener but visitoes to £
1. Most feave v

mment on the atms-

is.” Chans remarks, * feel [ have ¢
unassumitg garden, o garden of peace
SO0 T Wit

e 'm simply

Charis believes that the main quality for

rning wastelund into o beaunful garden

b sotl. T also | « weeding,

In September, the borders are filled with echivmns,

right: Michachnas daisies in soothing blues and purples sclf seed all over the garden.

1 vulgiore (viper’s bugloss) is lavishly planted and gives o gentle wash of colour. Abos
geraniuwms, Ovigeon Lievgganam and Cyperas énigrontiy. Above
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GARDEN OF THE SEASON

A wash of subtle shades flows across the border

uni thcey 20, because | s ldomy remu mbet

1o write them down. | have made many
mistakes, but perhaps the most irksome wis
planting too catly before the ground was
really clean. | sull doit, but | never go back
I just have to do o lor of extra weeding
Huarmony s the most important thing
throvghout the garden,' Charis explains, ‘|
plane for the plants themselves rather than
for bold effeces and 'm very particular about
here are no jaming splashes of pellar
Abbey Diore (

colour | can'r abtde m the garden,” Charis

colonr
box red at ourt. 'It's the ane
remarks. Instead, a gentle wash of subtle
hades flows acrass the borden. Gold mowves
it Jemon and sibver and nurms slowly mouve
nd Blue, then blue green and buck o silver

A zinni I, Rrown from a \I‘I'II l‘r"li"lﬂ from

The Cambia, has produced crimson fower
Having come so far and done so well, it is
Mlowed to stay in a msing violet und blue sea
of viper's bugloss

As interest grow in Chards’s garden, visitor
numbers rapidly increased, Fortunately,
Charis was .1?“( 1o tely on inv bl i\x’l"
I couldn't have

from ber daughter Sarah

coped without ber. The garden ks a full time
ob and | do most of it mvself. 1 have he fp
two mornings a week < Avnl, who has been

19 me for yenrs, and, tecently, lim, who

helpir
1N ll‘l;'[". 0 do nasty jobs, such as p.nl’:r- and
putting muck from the homes on the
bess organic

gridets. The garden is more or

n|¥||w._‘|| I o use wee dkiller on the paths,
I
1

‘With moee help than this, | would feel

the garden was slipping away from ty con-

b

Tegy There are plenty of places to pause for n moment and crjoy the calm. A bench beneath a giant redwood is framed by tall spires of Japanese anemaone,
Aheer Red s not @ colowr encovraged in Charis Ward's gavden bt this zinnia came from The Gambia and has been given special permission to floverish.
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teol and | do need o feel in con
tral. Mowing 1s a major job, This
year, | by ¢ b | LO MOW cvery nve
diys. It eakes two and o half howrs
and can't be done until the garden
closes at six. Every time 1 do it |
sive thanks that | have been nble
to afford the luxury of a decent
lwwn mower

Charis only ever plants one of
inything in her garden. Many of
her plants have exceprionally long
flowering seasons and arc happy
well seeders. 'l cut the gernniums
back hard when they're over and
then they usually reward me with
& second tlowering. Deadbeading

i8¢ il

the purden. | am painfully tdy,

portant to the teel of

Charts admits

In her gorden, she treads the

Above right: Cadchicum specios
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line line between delicate abun

dance and rampant

WaICTrowy | 4
Je all works-wetl, in part, becuuse
s0 many of the bedding planrs
have their equivalents among
our native wildflowers, blending
happily togecher In the mild
Heretordshire climute

The verbascu

y first come int
flower ut Abbey Dore in Julv. They
are perenmial sell seeders and
Chans allows them 1o pper
when and where they want
Achilleas also sced themselves
wround the garden. Charis picks

out the nicest and numes them for

sitde to visitors. For examiple, ther
is ‘“Abbey Dore Strawberries and
Cream” which opens a deep pink
il fades 1o cream

By Seprember, cvelnmen and

{r A tree tnumk, clad in clematis, has been carved into a sear. Above left: Verbasoum charxa and V. *Albion’ thrst tall spives above self seeded astrantio
‘Albsern’. Main pactire: A golden September glow lights wp colchicums, sedums, euphorbias and rudbeckias in the borders.






colchicums are in full flow wath two
larpe sequoins on the rop lawn. The
colchicums, like so many of the plants
it Abbey Dore Court, were given 1o Charis
by her close friend Netma Statham. ‘She
ds of them. Sadly, | don't ks

precisely what they all are and Netra die
from ¢ ', 50 | cannot ask her. | treasure
her book, Plants and Other Friends which,
happily, was published just before her death.!

The colchicums naruralise ¢ ipidly and
iithough Charis has allowed masses o
remain, they still s o the penerul feeting
ot tranquillity in the garden rather than
dominarting it. *Their flowers, which first

pear in summer, give me special pleasure

i ourumn. When most else has faded, they

can be rebied on to look good until the first

hard frosts of wint
White flowered Anemone x hsbrida
‘Honorine Jobert' harders one side of the

top lnwn und the later, pale pink flowered

i The new bridge, replacing rickety old planks and a vope, cuts a neat swathe through Seneci umguticis, Above left and vight: Expazomison § sertacrenm
fairpieresen in Seephen's Meadow and Anenme hupehensis *September Charm'’on the banks of the River Dore
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\. hupeher ~ nber Cha ) nc | tem 1 ! herw | Mm m \
particu tl | in tl 1] cd nercuio ma | ] | s\
beneach 1f [ ne R Walk, 3T e Im Vs work, | 11 CONY tng her nt n Stepl
tl e ot then Eng [ erpTen it | manoge 1 Ve MOTe in | set o \ i wcross ol f m
tropuTPeTelaT CEnLg reract butts { i her Jer d Jion e e she | | 1wl Pt {
notl | well i jrumn i n'et fratacdy W further 1 i ection of wilk [
The | Dore add tl c
eaceful amd \ \ fen | neg t bhey 1D
We have ae | on to mal Coourt U \ i
najor i tment in g rody \ ut from Jdu sl
bri We used |y on 5 1 Iy in control. 'l K myselt
ind bu irieks tron pPpmng why | o 1T L ha o expl
1OrSs pors ded had 1 In the ords of M | I here |
(N1 > I" I | | \ 1 \ I CcTIe mn
\pril, but this is now welcomed, cthing | titul for Ciod™ i
enrich ) | and irrigares the no o son b | o
fen, My ETAS WETE 3
Hlooded betore th ly g ying Do nert Clard
indd then dried ou mple | Dore, Hereford HR2 OA el 0198
ummer, N | t, they are estub B (Chent N larch o
ished u vorth the wait Otober, 1lam o ¢ fal cepe
Alth 1 Charis | mande | Wi male produce aval
particularly when

One of the best plunts in the September gardes s Ang x Jisfrsds “Homorine Jobert'. ‘Its floseers give me spectal pleasire
evervthing else has faded,' savs Chards. Al Plants for sale at Charis’s well stocked nursery are arranged to tempt the visitor
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