iruated above a river, not ar from the
sca,and hidden from view among the
mellow hill and woods

typical of south De

estate has been of local

since around 1530, The location has

probably been some kind of
least 300~ the aemosphere i ich with the ghosts
past. Walter Raleigh was a frequent

was later replaced
building and renamed Greenway House

The property is o the east side of the River
Dart,about a mile above Dartmouth

by the present Georgian

Itis south-facing and sheltered from
the chilly north and east winds, open
only to those generally more clement

the south and south-west.
arly rainill is quite

breczes fron
The average

low (around 95cm) and the garden’s
position on 4 steeply sloping river
bank means the drainage i sharp, so

the very occasionsl severe fross do not

wreak the

wvoc chey might in more

have recognised dhis a5 the perfect
micro-climate for growing magnolias
and camellias, and the 3

garden todsy
the natural environmen

a haven for exatic
native woodland!

s, while preserving the
atial charm,

Informal and discreet, the garden rises on

four levels from the riverside to the top of the
hill The land has probably been wooded from
st times and much of the indigenous
woodland flora has been allowed to remai

the carles

hestnu, yew and Scots pine.
gan in the 18805 and
many spe amellia Garden today
are over 100 years old. By the end of the 19th
century, Greenway was already well esablished

mens in the

a5 an ideal home for the many exotic species,
such a5 rhododendrons and magnolias, then
being introduced into Britain by explorers. The
soil, which is neutral to farly acid (pH 7-5.6)

' PAGE MAGOLIA SOUARGERM
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A

was replaced by peat where necescry for the

benefit of these new plants. Early magnolias at

i, M. campbeli

archacologist Max M:
fond of wild flowers. Stecp bank

fodils and spring and sucumn cyclamen,remain
an important feature of the garden oday
During the Second World War, the Nursery
Garden was used to grow vegetables and the
house became a home for evacuees in
‘The following year it was requisitioned by
admicaly s an offcers’ mes. Since 1947, how-

ever,the Nunery Garden has been a
venture, first specialising in vegetables
trees and cut flowers but now devo

entirely to trees, shrubs and climbers, Today it
in the capable hands of Head
Clark, whose speciaisesin southern hen
plant. The nursery walls are covered in hor
suckle, roses and clemati,the greenhouses with
vines and passion fowers,and the atmasphere i
aslush and informal as the rest o the grounds.
The present owners are Anthony Hicks and his
wife Rosalind, Agatha Christie’ daughter, who
¢ lived at Greenway since 1967, Lady Mal
lowan was 2 frequent visicor uncil her death in
1976,and Rosalind Hicks phinced the deep pink
Agatha Chrisic” in the ga

memorate the centenary of her mother’s birth.

by

Having been opened up greadly in the ast 30

years (st lesse 100 e

s were lost in

gales of
1990),the garden now contains a wide range of
plants from Chile, Tasmania and New Zelas

countries whose climates are very similar to

that at Greenway.

The gardens have never been open to the

public®, except for a couple of days in carly
spring under the National Gardens Schen

The Nursery

s swell worth a visi forthe many interesing and
12352 %

inden. however is open daily and

unusual plants on sale call 01803
with the National Trust for the

* Nege

futureof
Sec Grass Roots forfurther detals

el ganden are carently undensy

Ao
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RISTIE
AND PLANTS

. IN THESOUTH DEVON GARDEN THAT ONCE BELONGED TO AGATHA!
SEXQUISITE MAGNOLIAS AND CAMELLIAS THRIVE AMONG NATIVE W
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Dr David Hope.ash

sore than §1000-worthof Ca

The plnsformy garden move onay

e pleachec one o b polnded. Afera ik
stand bsck od work ot whac

jgncr Bunny Guinness hasofered

(page-44). For more gardening Keas read bon Jan
Honad fourshing urlbusincsson page 136 and
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