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TheTweedy world of colicky colts depicted by

Mames Herriot is a far ery from today’s rural
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gealftics, as expcricnccd ina veterinary
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Country vet Bruce Lawson watches for the
Charolats bull's reaction as he chips its toenalls ™
at Maes-y-Pandy farm, Snowdonia ’







Panents include a ranoc
of amimals and birds.
trom buzzards rto badeers

and donkeys to dolphins

atively | X . }
11 tals d
8 > th P
I ttle, 2 ' )
T c ¢ 1
2 ting. Other pa de 3
A 4 " n
urza badget
- fonker
n it . )
( win B und i
<M d arery 1
been igured 3 M it
plast 1
1 he pra ™~
1441 N s
I d he itk
1L t ' 1d
[ - ) s, putl
) 113 HAPCE
r Qu O
S | - Su
S A o
‘;' *,.
t wk ot gth s
! h L v
Abave ! n cach band These he wall p &, ayer
Rigit 2
5 il
n 12l £ 1 ¢ ~ there 2
> ) ) 1al 1 ared 4
Iw = 1 f n A
D | At t I
N Tou } T t ¢e T
r F I 1 wed 2 * hoet I
I H I I 2 t )
i I | t la b
2 a P »eT 1 -
watal 3 I tar A &
th AT 1 & e, | De farmne i
1 I Le cred ar X I fatage t
1 ady i ) of modern farmung paipat
I A f 1 } I t s Alfr
..... T £ 3 ik Wi L
| N o in low wd, thi ( 5
Ca it | ) 1 I >—>




and in a manner, samitised
anruffied by the
beyond his tweedy practice. Today's coun

tind

popalarsed

a rural dvll world

Yy vets themsclves  confronting

greater pohitical, agricultural and rural
stress, adminmstering as much to the wel
fare of the farmers as to their animals
Discussions over proposed reforms of the
Common Agncultural Policy, held m
cowsheds and crop fields all over the coun
try, move on to beef prices, The impact of
last year’s public health scare over BSE
the so-called made cow disease — » sull
keenly felt by farmers: each week in the
UK an average of 13,000 dairy cows over
3) months old are shaughtered. August saw
part of the scheme’s compensanion pay
ments from Brussels docked

What may not have changed s the
commitment demanded from contempo-
rary vets. All general practices mast be on
24-hour standby, seven days 2 week, by
order of the Royal College of Veterimary
Surgeons. At Tudor, Lawson, Dallunore
and Parry there are always two vets on call
and the partners each work between 10
and 14 hours a day. Why? “It 1 what we
do.” Bruce says. " There s nothing more to
undenstand. The Meronnydd farmer 1,
these days, a rather ald-tashioned hgure
a gentle person of honour and integrity
and great determinanon to weather the
storm. We consider ourselves very lucky
to live and work with him. It makes great
semse of what can be a pretty hard job”

A newly qualificd country vet keeping
his first appointment with an enraged
black L£14.000 a

plus transport and accommodation. (The

bull will earn vear,

aty-based novice searching for fleas on

your kitten expects £20.000.) Capital

mvestment 1o 3 country ".'.llnl‘(' " ll\\\
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mouth through which the gales moan and
the ramn rattles on the tin roof, Bruce
reaches mmwde the cow to feel the calfs
positon and then, having withdrawn his
arm, picks up the scalpel for the first crin-
cal incwion, At precisely this moment,
someone breaks wind. As everyone jumps,
the scalpel shees into Bruce's wrist. The
cut is 6 mches Jong. Wrapping a prece of
rag around it, Bruce continues with the
operation. A few manutes later a calf s
born, a cow s saved. A further five hours
on, duly stitched and bandaged, he opens
his morning surgery just as the clock of
St Mary’s church, Dolgellau, strikes nine

As be arrives, Michael Dalhmore, the

Todav's rural vers find themsclves Jdlmmstcrmg as

much ro the welfare of the farmers as to their animals

modest will

enormous: even the most
have on its shelves drugs and vaccines
(most with 2 hmited hife) worth many
thousands of pounds

Emergencies usually involve birthing
difficultics — cows calve at night while
theep choose the dawn to lamb. At 4am

dawn, Bruce

Lawson has left hus bed and driven 15 mules

that coldest hour before
to 2 hill farm to deliver a calt by Cacsarian
section. The cow s wheezing with pain
and close to death. The young Welsh fam-
iy, mother, father and three children, have
come to hold the lanterns. The deaths of
two animals could be disastrous to the
struggling farmer, and the outcome of the
next few moments are vital to them all
under the shed door s a

The bole

Small Animals Vet today, leaves, Even in
Snowdonta, a vet’s workplace can be a front
rootn as often as a farmyard. The cases muay
not be as dirty as tarm work, but they can
be st a8 demanding. Michael sets out on
the first of 30 house calls, travelling nearly
80 mules in an area north of Dolgellsu
“Ah wves

wryly, walking through a housing area lit-

the rural practice,” he say

tered with old fridges, sofas and wrecked
T'Vs. Thas is what vers call 2 “scratching
dog” call. The owner cannot understand
why her dog's back 1 covered in scabs
“These are flea bites,” Michael tells her,
leaving a can of anti-flea spray. No pay-
ment 18 offered, nor asked for. After the
dog. it’s 2 hamster with a broken leg, and
then an exotic parakeet. Michael has been
called m to trnim its secondary feathers
This will inhibit ~ but not destroy ~ its
ability to fly away. Its owner wants to give
the bird the freedom of a large, bright
blosom-filled conservatory
Latter-day

Dedicated as they are to the welfare of the

Vets are not Franciscans

amimuals, they are also 1n 2 business in
which the happiness and satisfaction of
their chents = whether a farmer with 2
uck heifer or a pensioner with a lame dog

1s also mmportant e pny the poor doc-
tor, having to listen to a hiturgy of aches
and pains,” Bruce Lawson says. “Ammals
can’t talk ~ and if vou were cynical you
might say: “Thank goodness for that'. We
have to know what’s wrong instinctively
The sanstaction of saving an ammmal’s hie
18 immense, baving dane the best vou pos

sibly can for a defenceless creature.” ¥
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